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CABINET WASTE AND RECYCLING GROUP 

 

 
Thursday, 20th January, 2022 

 
Present:  Councillors Michael Miller, Joyce Plummer and Kate Walsh 

 
Mick Coyne, Craig Haraben, Steve Riley, Susan Gardner and Gemma 

Ratcliffe 

  

 
53 Apologies for Absence, Substitutions and Declarations of Interest 

 
Cllr Paul Cox was unable to attend the meeting due to being delayed in another meeting. 
 

54 Minutes of the Last Meeting held on 2nd November 2020 
 
The Minutes of the meeting held on 2nd November 2020 were submitted for approval as a 
correct record. 
 

     Agreed                                            - That the Minutes of the Waste & Recycling Working 
Group held on 2nd November 2020 be approved as 
a correct record.  

 
55 Waste & Recycling Update 

 
Mick Coyne provided an update on the waste and recycling service.  He reported that 
Waste Services staff had been working to maintain normal services throughout the 
pandemic and, in the main, had managed to do that.  He pointed out that over the past 
month, due to the impact of Omicron, the service had struggled to cope with maintaining a 
regular service so had focussed on maintaining the refuse and recycling collections by 
utilising staff from other roles.  Christmas tree collections had been temporarily postponed 
as a result but had since been resumed and the service was slowly catching up.  He 
explained how they aimed to limit staff numbers in a cab to prevent the spread of the virus 
and had used mobile working to do this, where additional vehicles are hired in to enable 
operational demands of keeping staff safe whilst providing normal services.   
 
Mick Coyne confirmed that all recyclable material was going to Global Renewals Waste 
processing site in Leyland.   
 
Agreed  - That the report be noted. 
 

56 Update on a Meeting with Lancashire County Council relating to Tipping Off 
 
Mick Coyne referred to a meeting with Lancashire County Council in respect of the 
Lancashire County Council contract with Suez to dispose of waste at Whinney Hill which 
was due to end in 2025 and reported that alternative plans were being considered for 
Hyndburn to tip residual waste.  He informed the meeting that consideration was being 
given to finding a new location to build a Transfer Station. No site had been identified in 
Hyndburn but there was a possible site in Darwen.  Should a decision be taken on adopting 
a new site and this was a greater distance than Whinney Hill, compensation in the form of 
an extra vehicle and operational staff could be provided.   
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Cllr Miller requested an update on timescales and details of any new procurement services.  
Mick Coyne reported that contracts would be between Lancashire County Council and the 
site operator but did not have any further details as yet. 
 
Cllr Miller asked if there were any preferred options and who the Darwen facility belonged 
to.  He asked if planning permission was in place for the Building Waste Facility.  Mick 
Coyne pointed out that HBC would still have a say on where they disposed of waste, how 
far they travelled and that they would have to come to an agreement with Lancashire 
County Council.   
 
Cllr Miller asked if delays in deciding a new location for waste tipping would affect decision 
making in respect of any vehicle purchases.  The meeting was informed that if waste was 
tipped off at a Transfer Station by 2025, it would require a hardstanding and this would give 
an option of being able to look at purchasing electric vehicles. 
 
Cllr Miller expressed concern about Hyndburn Borough Council not getting their fair share 
from any investment and contributions from LCC and that infrastructure was part of a 
devolution deal.   
 
Mick Coyne indicated that details of any deal with Lancashire County Council would be 
passed onto Members. 
 
Agreed   - That the report be noted. 
 

57 Fly Tipping and Side Waste Audit 
 
Mick Coyne reported that they had additional crews in front of waste collection wagons 
collecting fly tipping and street waste.  He referred to a lack of resources due to Covid-19 
but once they had managed to catch up would be able to provide figures for the fly tipping 
and fly waste audits.  He reported that they would share this information with the Working 
Group once compiled in February. 
 
Agreed   - That the report be noted. 
 
N.B.  Following on from this meeting, Cllr Miller had a separate meeting with Mick Coyne 
and Raegan Hargreaves to fully explain the waste audit process.  After the meeting Cllr 
Miller was happy and understood the process. 
 

58 End Markets for Recycling 
 
Mick Coyne reported on the waste data flow figures, circulated at the previous meeting. 
 
Cllr Miller referred to his efforts to access this information on public websites but pointed out 
that the same level of information was not available to the public and that there was no 
information on end markets.  He requested more information.  He referred to the 
Government Guidance being awaited on green waste collections. 
 
Mick Coyne explained that Government Guidance would be valuable in making future 
decisions and that there had been no further progress on implementing a DRS system.  
Steve Riley advised that all would be set out in the Environment Bill and this information 
would be fed back to Members.   
 
Cllr Plummer expressed concern that skips were being left in side streets for a long period 
of time and becoming an environmental nuisance.  Mick Coyne indicated that he would 
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report this issue to Lancashire County Council.  Steve Riley advised that there were no 
laws on the length of time skips could remain in a location before being removed to be 
emptied, unless space was blighted.  
 
Agreed  - That the report be noted. 
 
N.B.  Following the meeting Mick Coyne clarified the position of LCC skip permits and a 
copy of their permit details was circulated to the group. 
 

59 Date of Next Meeting 
 
Date of the meeting to be confirmed. 
 

 
 
 
 

Signed:…………………………………………… 
 

Date: …………….………………………………………… 
 

Chair of the meeting 
At which the minutes were confirmed 
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